The Eschmann femily in Germany
(I'm quite uncertain about this detailjbon or I can check if we =ee
them this surmex)

The placs where my grandfather was born is now occupied by
gustavy and Walter Eschmann, Ladbergen, Hblter 935,%Westpnalen
(I'm not sure wvhat Hoelter meenstit's not in my diotionary)Box? zi
Lins ,wife of Walter?! Ofinthsr,older scn, & younger omg-=-==-=---
The brench of family in Lengerich hsas wilhelm(W111i) and his wife at

Bogenstraase 3, Lengerioh 21A,Westphalen., A bus from the RR etation
a mile or more sway,stops at thelir house.

Wil1i's son Rolf 1s warried end jives at Kienebrinkstirasse 11,
Lengerioch 464,Westphalen. He spfeaks end writes good English.
Willi's deughter,Rensta, (MFF/ Vrau Fritz Soheebeok) has 2 Or 3
children. Her husband hss oharge of the roads in the county,with
en office at Tecklenberg.
I have ths rollowlng‘tablo of names,but I am not sure what thay mean
Harmon Wilhelm
Heinrich(died 16564

Ernst,lives
August lives --= Groeta & Alma
Adolf ,d4ied 1935

Wilholm, died 1936

Ernst_ Heinrich

Wilhelm Wilheln
Fritz (Heina.ﬂannah,ﬂilli) Riga (died)

Heinrich Annea

August Louisa
Anna Vina

Friedrich #(¥hy stsrred,I dc nct know)

Hata
Anns,Johanna?

It mey be thst the names underscored were brothers of my srundfather;
They thiak someona from the family 18 in KEnoxville{Tenn.?)



Dear Ones:(This was written scme time 8E0,88 you will gee)

While Alice and I were together in Banff,she asked me to tell
her more about my father and mother;then we started to talk of many
things and I promised her I would sit down during the «f ternoons of
my long and lonely drive home and put down on paper for the grand-
ohildren some of the story. I'm only now typing out what I wrote then
aod maybe,1if you are interezted,I can write more Qetails of later
trips with the family,and so on,when I got rosettled in Granville.

I never knew my grandfather James Little,but I remembaer my grande-
mother,Hannah Little,my mother's wother. She lived with e son's
family,Howard Little,in a large brick house back from the roec,two
Elles KEast of Dresden snd also dpent much of the last jesrs of her
1ife with us in town. 4 still larger brick house is now in ruins
further along the mailn yosd, Lawrenoce Little,a son of Heward's and
sousin,now living in Urbana,Chic can tell you wore ebout tils other
Little who had two daughbers,Xate and Alice and one worn,Grant,who
aever married.(There may have bLeen another son,out the three lived
together and Ehe older daughter Kste wea somewhat of @& musician. She
guve me 8 four-volume set of all Beothoven Plano scnstas,whioh I eti11]
ase in class,having worn them nearly threudbsre. Ny mothsr's brother
Howard,nsd e large family end one srendson lives in the horestend,a son
of Willace,who livas in Dresden. (I'11 attaoh « "tres" whioch is very
lacowplate; Lawrence cean give Jou & wore ocmplste one.) '

Ky mother,Alice Little(not the Alice of the above Peregreph,who married
lete in life,somewhat to the dismay(?) of her brother and aister,and
lived in Granville)-xy mother way remarkably welleeducated shaving been
& student at the Young Lediea Ingtitute(YLI) in Granville. She loved
to read and her letters wers beautifully written. She played the piano,
Painted scume ploturaes,kept a dairy whicn I still have,snd was not only
& wonderful mothsr but u woman of real culture,

My grandfather and grandmothey Esclmann cewme to this country about
1646 from Germany. They both died belore I was born and are buried 1in i
the Lresden Cemetury. Whan Agnes and I were &t the farm nesr Ladbergen
wiere wy grandfather was born,they told us that the Eschmen femlly had%
lived on this farm since 1540, The word Esoh,they said,wes 0ld Germa
" for a tract of land of & certain size. The family was the folk who
lived on an Eachjin that part of Germany the land 1is not dividad,but
inhaerited by the %ggggest gsonjso it remeins large enocugh to support a
family?A grendfa rmCustav,hia son,Walter,(wife Iine T think snd two
grandsons :Glinthsr and g Jounger one whose name I do not ha¥e.(Cf course
Glnther whom I have seen sevoral times,will have to mcve out when hae
grows up,if they keep the custcm of glving the property to the Youngest |
('11l try to attack a "trea" for these relsatives,but it will provably
not be eccurecte. Rolf Esecuwenncould drew up & battear one. At the cla
"homestend" as 1is customary,l think the cattle gre in one end cof the
building. They have regently added an add'tion to the other end end they:
beve u kitchen with all the modern convenlences. They ere as fine folk
&8 You could wish to meet and T hope you mey some tine. Another trench
of the family is in Lengerich,a city of some 20,0007 on the reilrosad,
half-way between Miinster and Csnabriick. Willi(Wilhelm),Rolf's father
'1s & grandson of LY a brother of wy grancfether. Rolf speaks ond writes
)L English quite well (Re teacher Technical Inatitute in Hnnnovar:-arch4-
prigecdSitursl engineering,I think, Vhen I travellad by byoyele with Dr.w /9/3
w””“kﬁambsrlaip Ly parenvs stayed at « hotel in Ladbergen,so I hsd this~ i
fﬁﬂn?IIEht”Elhe and we sent Willi's family paokages of ooffee,eto. after
W,W.II. Six years 850,4gN08 & I stayed at a hotel in Lengerich for a coupl
of duys end attended the vodding of Renata,daughter of wWilli, I>
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This was & very interesting wedding: first in the Len;erich church
with six "fraternity brothers of the groom,in full regalia,orossing
swords above the entrancejthen they took over an Ina in Ladbergen
for a blg meal and speeches k dancingjAyznes and I laft at midnight,
after they had ocut the brides veil in suall pleces for the guestaj
lots of old customs,the Lride & groom staying until nidnightl

71111 was Lengerioh's town-srchitectjserved in the German Army,WWllj
pis wife and the two children,with most of the towmn ateyed in a RR
tunnel a couple of miles from town during the Amerlcen boubardment,
Rolf's wife's neme 18 Helkga and they have a daughter,now sbout four,
named Christiane.(I'm putting these detalls in for D4D who may see
them this summer)

My father @ropped one K fram the end of the name ,becapse he wanted
1% to look more “amsricen” for his bootxshoe bLusiness,l think.But 1t
18 hard to ksep hotels,ete. frou edding it syein when I deel with them
{n Germany. Grandfather and Orendmother Eschmann ocame across right
after thsy were married ( sbout 1848%) end travelled directly to
Drtsdon,@jéuhore there were elreedy quite & numbler of Germans,as the
name indlostes. T think wy father told me that scme cf them came from
Weptphalen: Schaumlosfiel,Stucker,etc. they mey even have come from
ladbergen;my grendfather wus a stonemason ¢nd help bulld the looks
thet lead from cenel to &pakiggunurivor; 8lsc be helped build the plers
end sbutmente of the old suspénsion bridge. This was a Dezutiful bridge
unfortunstealy swept érwy in the 16i4 flood while I was in Surope,with
my fether and mothler,(thelr first wnd ouly trip edbroad)

¥y grqudfethsr ther purchased a fara near Wills Creek,half-way to
Coshcecton and all the children were borm thesre. (See extra sheet)
I heve sean what Toewaing of & spring-house on tle Wills-Creek farm
snd I'1l try to find 1t with Elinor this sumier,for I'd like her to
see )f some of wy grancfuther's stone mesonry. Speaiing of the family
nawme,1t 1s quite rare in the USA., [ do not know of any cther rela-
tives with the name,except tlicse on exure sheet,und I seldom see the
naxne in & telaephona took. Where ere other famllilen related in varlous
ways that my father tallksd about,an "Uncle lHonry" &t Dresden. There
woa a Karl Lschian in Switszerland who was guite 8 ocxposver.(I have
some of his ocapositions)jiucolf Ganzia well-kmown musioclen in Chiocago
tracez his ancestry back to him,but "Rudi"™ and I have not been able
‘to esstablielx relstionsiily te escli other, There 18 & Kerl Senry Eschman
whose %S00k on 3ahubart Sonated,l think)
ia in the Ysatasn library,but the folks in Wesiphalen dld not imow
him. X just locksd: there is no Kachwan(n) 1m the Los Angelea Telephone
book.

Howaver,l was plessed to find in the 1little history of Ladbergen
published 1in connection with the thousandth anniversery of the founding
of the town,sumong the llat of sohocl masters of ths villiage,which had
been sccuretsly kept far & couple of hundred years,that un Lachmann
hed the longest tenurs in that poaition of any une on the list,25 yrs,

My father and mother lived,firet, in a hou’e ¢n the Drosden ferm :
which I still own.lt 1z now in riinsimy sleter Yrederlou({iriedee they
cslled her) &ied bLefore . was bomn,et the sags of five,I think of
appendicitis,from thelr dsscription, Ky father had his store in a -
cormnar framo bullding in town(thers ia aploture somewhere);then he
built 8 large brick bullding with twc stores delow and hall with a
stage on the sscond floor. The home where I was born is scross the
R.R. from tho Prasbtyterisn church,diagonally.



(§iioe you mey not know as much about the Eschman famlly in USBA as

you do ebout the Frazier family,I'll write down smmething here:

Henry Hérmon Esohuman ‘

Ny father/had two brothers i Michael(a veteran «f the Civil way)was
older and Charles,thes younyest of the famlly Ithink. Charles's son
Herman lives on the home place where the famlily moved from Wills Creekj
it 1s juat acrosa the Suspanslion Lridge,turning left,first house on R.
My futhor's siasters were: RElizabeth(Mrs.Egbert),Sophie(Mrs.Baugher)

end Francis (my sunt"Franiie”,who never married).aunt "Lib"(Bgbert) livec
on 8 larze farm,the house &t the r. tep of higheet hill on way to

the Iittle's(Dresden). ~unt Sopnie lived in Newark and her dasughter
Ertel,my"cousin Ertie" with wham I kept in contact,died last summer.
(Her married name wes Cuunings send a soun,George,survives her. There

was another aunt who dled wien I was small;l do not remember ever seeing
her. I do remember listeling open-eured to Uncls Mike's stories of the
Civil “ar,shen I ceould get him to telk about 4t. He hed a son and

two daughters;ihe son Tingle Boohan wes & broker with lorablower & Week:
in Chicsgo(since persed wwey) This son hed cnly one deughter. My cousin
Hermen I'scamen has. & warried deughter with s fawlly,living in Dresden
(Mrs.Davld ¥.Longebergzer). Ae far as the neme Eechman is concerned,&

our ULrench of the famllye--tne ocntinusence of the name depende upon
Peter and Jeames Of A.he HOwever,I aw not one to put Btwook" just in @
neme. The resl tredition oi' toe famlly Cepend:z on all sixteen of you
grand=-ci:1liren,sc far &% this brunch of the tree 1s concernedl

¥ W W
Ny father emplogyed a8 German-born helper in the store,who &ctuully
wmade Toots & shouvd,aud lgter,suen [ kn&w hls,dld 11 the repeiring;
Lowever,I believe my father had &lso been abie to wake slices,or at
lesat to repair them. This Hr.Holborn spoke Uermsn of course as
well es uUnglian witn an accant. lie had a biy beard;in faot he wes
the plcture of & Lana Sachs{ in e %oistersinger). He end my fathep
spoxe Gormen somestisss end | probably picied up a few words; ‘
fathor 2ad hls Germen froz his father und never spcke 1t &t home for
mother lmew 20 Gerwan. I learmad umy letters,uy mother seicd,froy the
box-cers that pessad the house on the RR(Vhesling ard Icke Frie). I
think I remewber ths peu on the back nareh where they put we when I
misbelaved and I certuinly remember the day I was taken to school to
start the flrast grede, My father tock ms snd we went by way of the ME
-church whlon was then either being bullt or eise repsirad.Father was
proably 4 tiastee(7). [ slso remcmber that I stole some moveable letters
tfrom the first grede wund wy parents zede me tuko thew Lask and oonfeas
tc ias HRoney,ine teacher; thiy was a good lesson asince it is still a
vivid recollection.
' I remember many trips with my father to Zaneeville ,where he
paronnged shoss fram & wholesaler to sell and I wonld slso halp &s a
ey iv the store when custQuers ware thick,espacially wnlle on visits
home after [ went to school 1In Grauville.kiy father pleyed cormet in
the town band and seng tencr most of his life in ilie Wothedist choir.
He alsou sang in & male quertet with Harry end Wilson there snd one
other. Thla qusrtet was Alweys in demend for furnerals end my father
xust have sung in a hundred services or more for thet wes the music
then mcst deslirea at such times,(cof course,unpaidj. We had an old
aquare piano end 1 plaved ddets with ny mcthor or accompanied my
Tatherts 3inging or oornet scloa, Ve lhad en upright in Sachman's Hall
thet wan more medern wmnd for the winter lecture-concart gourses,l socn
Legan to play ascompaniments for visiting eingera,ete. 'lhe scenery
rolled up and the wings slid in slots,so I liked to play up there
be¢suse I hed seen Fuite e few travelling melodrames; I actually remem-
ber one which brought e moving log,to which the hsroine was tied as it




slowly moved up to the saw(ths hero recued her,of course). I built

self & miniature theatre in the "Wash-house" behind our house(no
longer there)and liked to make scenery a&nd pretand to astage shows.,
Ertel Paugher had seen Ben Hur anc brought me the souveneer pictures
of the sets,so I tried to produce that. Probably working this way as
& boy helped me to stage operas later at lLenison.

¥y thougats are mcving in so weny directions,that perhaps I should
back up and tell you sometliilng alLout my stert in music. I started at
my eightl birtldey.ly first tescher,kiss Bryunt(later !Yrs.%pencer) _
layed four-hends & grest dral with me and she could nave done nothing
iner,I now believe (In fact at I!C here,l have had a few pianc students
and I have played 4-hd. with esch one) You see we had no player-plano
In ticse days and no puonGgraph,so the only wey to get to know grest
puaic was to pley 1T on the planc. So we went&xhrougn many sywmphonies,
overdtures,opsra transcriptions,stu. iu: 4-hdsarr, s soon es I got so I
osould read well. In fact this was probably the spur to improve sighte
reading,na well as nelping to :eke an accompanist,adjusting to another
player. M1sa Bryant and har mothar often entertalned a small group of
pasple who eujoyed wmasic (foilowed by Lce-cream snd caekel); we enter-
tained too in turn and so Ald the Shores;so during each Winter thers
would be o feaw "mosetings” of this scrt. It was not many yesrs efter
I atarted tgking lesgons that [ bhagan,in emopgencies,tw pley the
pleno or reed organ ab chiarch,latey more or less regularly. Trylng to
get various éeffects for the "volantgrids" et church out of a reed-organ
nelps m9 to et affects frow various limlted organs I have played since.

¥hn:n MiSs Bryant thought Shs had given x@ wbouf #11 she had to gilve,she
supgested thst T go to Mr.Lilllenthal In the County Ssat. X em not supre
hovw old I was then,but I do romewber that my fether snd I made the first
trip down on & Stammbcat. It only ran for s few sumuers,taiing cattle
on at Fll1s,runnlng over one plgcé in the old Fllis Dsmn where the
masoury haé¢ fellen @nough to let the bogt through. (Thers i3 now & new
dawn with locks). Mr,.Tlllienthnl,whoee names 6% @ masiolop is still a
legend in Zaunesvillgwas an aldérly nmusiclen.He scemed ve old to me st
the time but I suppose hs was no plder than I gum now.  He was Just what
I needed as € gecond tescher: vury strict ani with & fine sense of
classtcgl atyle., I had been playing music thst looked much more dif-
ficulf then the"almgleﬁ Huydn Senatas that he .uve me,but I remember
(when h@ sqw T was Uninking thsf they wers too “egqsy", he said:

" Ky bay,these are too huid for yow now,but I'11 let yow try them;may-
be mows day you will be able to play them",

After the firest few trips 1 went by myself on the trein. I guess my
farhar told the aondustorg Lo keup an 4y&€ on ma. Then there were the
stroeetcures thet took we up the hilil,froum wileh I walked a fow squares
to my teacher'$ home,n@ar the watsr-work§ towev. [ usuqlly rode up end
walked the long way back to the RR station. Sometires T walked both
ways and then I could tuy an. lse-créqm Sode with wmy car-Tare. -
(Pread 5¢,milx 5¢ qﬁt.qggs 104 & dozan,cysrers,25¢ a muert,heafsteak
25¢ a pound}%j.-car Sctd. _

. reel- e, e iy e

I bad what you would call & Peculidr boyhosd.(I have often said 1t was
very fortunete that my pareals desided T was to @ntex oané hcademy at
14). Most of uy contacte were with grown-ups. Perhaps becsuse of the
death of my sistar,my psrents were unusually carerul. There were no
Eoy Scouts in thoee days. The Muskingum Hiver wus ccnsidered treach-
ercus and I did net le4rn how to swip until I wes in Granville. I had
no intimete bLof-friends. I read a lot. My parents had all*Sh&kolpoaro
Dickens and Jumes Fenijgore Cooper,ard practically nothing else--so I ’
read all of these through before I wes fourteen. Much of the Shakes-~-



peare,I did not understand, of course;but I used dominos to represent
the ch: recters 1, the plays end worked them eround on the tsble to
keep track of the cast. There was no town library and Scarcely any

magazines avallable, I remember only the Youth's Qom anion,but I
borrowed books from the school superintendant end the mInIsters.

1 used to climb Nt.Tlsgah,aa my futhep called 1t,on Unele Charltets

fere end the hi11s “esal of town,by mysalf, many timea,thinking "Tall
thoughts” froa their tops and imegining and sometines writing down

all sorts of ldess, I do.lected stones and € fow f035118 snd latep took
21l the &90logy Denison offered plus a half=-course at Harvard;Don ocarrie:
on that 1ntorea;. Ag yaou know,Ag,naa and I brobably "met" when our

baby cerrisges pmessd egek other“ on the 8treet., we went through the
first elght gredes or 3chool taogethsr and 1 think our first-grade
teacher told us after our vedding trat 1 nad writtea "I love Aisnes" en
oy 8lafe in that grade--op mayba I'm fuas imegingng that story! Whether
true or act,I do rémouber that we had & rivslry so fap a3 jeneral aver-
84868 On gur grade-canrds ware concerned. Somotimes she ranked first and
3omstimes I would.

— e—
T m—

So I was a "strangas" oy whan I rirgt Oame to Granville,in the fall of
19054ﬂothcr and I sBourad gn sperfmdnt in the Tirst flocr-buek of the
red brick house witu tue fun-tell front window sbove tis door-"the
Grover-houséféuat E&st o the tiaen Fni-Gan houae,now"antiquoa" on
BroedwaylShe 3tayed until Christmss only ifeeling then that I cculd get
slong alone,but wishing to have smeone Q8P 4r eye on me,she arranged
Tor me to room with a coupla of malden lrdies, the missas Moaroe ,sne
had known gt their howse near ﬂrusden,avhouse Cornar of Flm and thogzxkfﬂﬂ
strgat Lhat £0€3 tc Uclumbus. I jifved zlone the post of that year,but /ﬁ
had a roommate &in next year. I fiave orten wondered what hss beacne of
him, ~-naro trangelli. He stayad in Crunville only one yeur. I romember g
bunoli of Loys came ohe night ve get him wnd duck him in the RacecooN.It
O™Gay heve bLesn PSoausy he Tulked t0o mirheo-or was %00 brillfent, The

fﬁ;j?fOIIO'ing year I moved into the Regt Derm{now no more) where I 1ived on
1‘]_'

the top floor vthrcugh e rost SF tre Acaderz(unt!l I moved to the Figt
houss., I graduated frow botn (Acgd 4- Coll) 1in 8ix yearssi1 mean,I did not
BoVe down town to the fraternity houae until the micala of vy middle year
in college. (Tnéa I had Karl Bebb for & roo v;his widow 1ives 1n Xenia)
In those days the Aoud. wgg onLy three vegrs aid 1 did & good deal of
theoratiaaql work in the Conaervqjory Qlong with them,which gave college
oreziﬁ”a;so finished college in three years. [ do not recommend this,
Have often wondsprsgd if 1t would not tave been better t0o heve had two

mOTe yosrs Lefore I entermd Harvard.I only had a year and & half of frater-
nity 1life;though %he Figia Did me aa I graduated from the Academy,

) parants rathsr urged me to wilt,or that wame Spring a voy had lost

1%3 life at Ksnyon, uing an Initigtion ih ¥hison he iwd Leen tied to

& ref{l-rofd trscx on @ dwltch; £ train took the switoh instead of the
main roqd. I told the Phi Sans that,1f they vwould hold the b1d open,I'd
Join tham lstepeor no other. ['ye always bﬁehngrntetul to the chapter for
doing so. In the middle of my seocongd Yoer I was pledged and then Iinitiateq
1n March. I probably would be morg axtrovertsd gnd”hale fellow well-met"
1 I had had mors undeﬁgrqduqta I'rgteruity 2ife,
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We frequently had wvery nloce candlea-lit dinners at the Houase on
Wednesduy eveningas., I took a few diffsrent girls Put never got very
mach interestsd in any of them. Sematines I f ook the chaperone,
k168 FPayrrar,my plano teacher. There were no doamees allowad during the
schocl year,but the senlors aftsr commencement,always had & house-
party. I asked aAynea and had also had her ap befors for the principal
soolsl affair,tha Washington Banguet{collego affainishe ataysd at the
Rose'ajarrived RR(Ponn.) «t & 1lttle stop where the 1. 0.C. crosses
tha Perm.tracks}vwalked over to the Interurbagn line,whers 1t rounds
the #sy tc an ofd stone bridgs.Remember this wus winter end the train
was late\ All of whieh remifpds me of the time T woliced some two o
three miles from en Interurban East of (levelend through the rain at
night,when Agnes was torcining Ldtin at Kirtlend.) vell,te continue
atout the houso-party,ws moved out of the house for tne girls send
their cheperone,mrc.Wilson,the voice-tcathar. Thrae of the men later
married girls who were thera(ome of the three girlS wes with gnother
man at the party. It lsstad about three days. So you cen un’earstend
why the Figl song,new at that tiwe: "Just take &n evening in the
Springtime” hac & speeial meqnlng for Agnes gnd ia, i

1tch1n3 back kgaln: Dogne Acqdemy” was & ve fino school fer me
and T Wag serty vhan the great tmprovewsnT in i chools ev@rywhere-
endad 1(3s existance. For one thi;:_g,—thawe Wore a,mmier of voys like
mysulf in kxneé€ {rousscs At fouwf an plus‘ quite a nucbér o older men,
somé In their late twentl@s® or more,¥zén who realized th they wanted
to te wministers Or prafe.ﬁstona}. méew when they were too old. fo fit inte
High Schoocl. This wmads 4 fine gombination,particulerly in the Academy
Litergry Socletles,Clcere and Iyviag. T vas a Ciceropegn end so were
the Pnillips brothars £yom Jquaicd. One of them Lecews e fsmous preache
and Edger,my best {riand qmorg the Yrothers, @ fine lawyar. The
literuary scclsetises had an unnugl conteﬁt’(orqt:ton,easa sdebeale) ~that wa:
a real rivalry( I won sowsthing a time or 4we but forget ':gqt.) Ve
met inceming boys at the T$PLC stabtlon or the interurban gmd started
"rushing’ for {hese 1it.soq. glmost like €ratéwifios did. ‘?he oldest
Philllps brother kept & hive of bea€ 1n the attic of East dorm(alaso no
more)since he wcrked for a bes-keepor in norithern Ohic during the
sunz3r, He glso helped run The Hsrd_g{ene Youxding-club,buying cracked
wnest &t the mill for breakfest food. I think my wmeals cost about |
£2.,00 & week in thls co-operative place. : B~

Edger Phillips had discovured ths works of Elbert Huﬂ:\ard, a
rather strange American "philosopher" and cultlst,and kdgar introduced
me to his 1deas. ¥oi only Aid Hubbard write and pyimt his own books,
but he establishsd a cowmsaalty,Bast Aurora.N.¥.,whore his Royeroft
handworkers and printers lived, Sometime 7ou might read his egotistio,
assertive and almoat ethelstic writingas. Vnhey had scme Influence on me
at the time as did the strong self-will ana force of Twepson's Esseys.
1 suppose there waa a lot of this in the sssuy I reuad at the ocommence-
ment in 191l--was it called "The King of the Deduts"{ I hope nof--
meaningimanl In those deys we dld nct have a visiting,speekeristuden
essays formed the progrem. There was no departwent of Speech,but each
senior,under Prof.williems,Prof.Willis%had to spesk in & series in
Recital Hall during the yeer. The academy Aid heve sneclal speekers
for thair comaencement and I was flatteredl to have Dsen Hundley. ask
me to glve the "sddress" the Spring aftar I started tsaching. I hed
just returned from Germany and I think I talked on "Aultur and Culture
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The literery societiss had weoekly programa and each prograem had e oritic
If I cun telk extsmporaneocusly or in front of a cless,l owe much of that
ability to these ecademy socletisa. The oconllage lit.scc. were much more
tame and perhaps even then & little an tie decline. I did some versity
debating §nd thut brings we to un interestling ltem: Percy Wliltree sent
me in 1961 p little clippigg from the Cinoclnmati Enquirer,cbout & dsbate
between Denison und the U,cf Cincinneti in their "Fifty Yesrs Ago" cole-
uzn.W8 won on the neqetive of the guegtiopn "Resolved that there should
be &« fationgl Income Tax). Little d we knor then whet a large part of
each men's income thuat tax would take. No doubt Percy wgs pleased to see
that I hod been "egin 1ig".

Anéther Fine influence -even in my sculomy yeqra- Uas the men's
Glee Club of The college. You $a€ there did not hrppen to e any men in
ool lgge who could play as well g& 1 did then.umd the club nesded an
accompanlat. So I wen€ from knes trouséy$ im September to white tles and
taills in April of uay first year. The trips in those days were e real
education. Hurold ani Charles Thomas,seniora? in college took me under
thelr wing. ilarold was etudent lesder? and & flne beritone soloist,
Travalling with the club(swmetimas we haed & private car on the RR) to
large cltles,being entertgined ﬁﬁpdlwﬂni snd trustee homos,was an g
educqtion. I hnd mover trgvelled bafore 4nd ledrned how to mast people,
etc, in guch flas homes as Faton's ImClé@veland( the man whe later
met the Russlans,Btc.or tried to--a milliongqire) 4nd Krgft--thae
cheqse wqn in W.Chicggo,who had gn ﬁgyPtian ‘miseun" in his home--
I continued with tes Blub &Ll gix yeqys plqyigg S$0log gn the pr;grnml,otc;
was student leqdér in my seniar yeqr,gnti then f’q_culty divector for many
yoars when ] returned as heqd of {he Conservatory. °

I sometimes wish that I hed kept progrems of the plays,operas

end concayts I have heard. To back tracﬁ' & bit,T remember saging Jce
Jefferson {n "Rip Van WinkKle" a8 a boys;Pscerawski was wmy firat big
plano concert,in Zanesvililejfqtner went with me 4o we hed to stay in a
hotel all night (mo aw{os then). 1 also remember my first orchestra
soncart;1t was the Plttsburyg Symphony #nder Emil Paver gnd 1% was held
in Columbus,at the Southern Theqtre(now no were) . These werg sll before
I went to Grunvillejbut I also remember a disappointment: Mme.Sohuwmanne
heink cema £o the Weller Theatre(Zgnasville} in the esrly Wagner opera
-Das Llelerverbot and I could not convince my perents that I should go.
A8 a result L've never hesard the work’rar 1t ia never gj{ven now,not even
in Europe. Of courSe I hod wonderfud opportunitles later 1n Boston
and elasewhare: Waude Adems 1in Chantlcleer,the Irish players streight
from Dublin with Ledy Gregory and Singe{?) along in person; the fine
Bostcn Opera €oupany,in & besutiful new housas,now torn down,-with Maria
Cay,Zenatellc,Sembrich,Nordice,Tatrazking ,and Mme;ﬂaeggrllnck in two
perfarmungés of Lebussy's Pelleas and Melisande @ week @part.She was the
wife-of tlie poet-1libbrattist. We aulso had Tha Met for ten days and I
bought e ticket to the topmost gallery for 14 performances.l almost
got cpergqtlc indigestion! Caruso in Meysrbear's Frophetes and Les
Huguenots I keard in the old Auditorium in Chicagos;my first Alde In
Cleveland (veaudeville theatre); Wegner's Farsival in Newsrk O. auditor-
lum,I think gqbout 1807,plus Deems Teyler's ng Henchmen in the same
place(now burpt down)--Belleve it or noct,those were the days for -
Newark: Derths ialisch in Suderman's play Megda (reed Lt!) and Dgvid
Warifield in several pleys.
: Let's return to my own few performanced on the Shgge. When I
wad 1n colleye,there were no mixed thegtricals. The men plsyed women's
parts and the women played men's parts. I remember some very fine msle
Lydis Languishes and female Falesteffs,Malvolios,etc. The Senior girls
always gave & Shakespeare play at Comnencement time. I remember being
Cassio in Julius Caeser ("he hath a lesn end tender look"-and I did then
Funny that the only thing I remember about that performence was George
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Willlams' own modarn shoes showing et the end of the YFL¥ bier as they
carrled him off as Caeser. I'm sure I was a4l pber ag¢tor as I never had

any leeding rolesjhowever I did play on& of the twin Promics in Shapes-

pesre's Comody of Errors with Kirtley Mqther as the other,

I wee dortainly not ethletic as a4 boyéij‘ 4ny of the grandsons are,

they must get the abflity from the other side of the hcuse. I en joyed

tennls but the wind-up of my sorve must hgve baen feariul and woanderful.

By tvisting my racket I wns eblé to get & good low one in cecasionally
and et Cesuwp Willson neer Sellefomntén,where I went to the Columbus Y
business men'sa week for mgny Sumcéys aftar I was married, I got up to
the seml-finals on€ surmer. At Depizen T ren cross-country rocrly and
the only tim@ J ever rgn a maa‘f:'é

e salgry wes 8 eQuoe.whioh T Wad always want@d.end I mede many heppy
tripg gowm the Husktggum,a beautiful river,trom the Drasden ferm where
I kept 1t,t0 the Ohl

famous in Chio history,to farkarﬂburg. Jtudents or faculty and Frank
Robinson,a wonderful coock, went witl me--Don went once whan 1t rained
a lot; we ocampoed out omthe w&Y. Thare were some t4n danha with their
locKgiSometines we would look through,if the leck~kenper was in a good

humey ; other timos we had to poriqge®. However,exgsapt for gpne trip baok- wp
streqm from Zgnesville €o Drasdes,we aludys went down gtrogn since that
was _So much easier. Sowelimes we woulds pat ths canoe in the beggage car

of the OWMY KR 1a Mariettg,put more often {f_gnes would haya to drive
down there so we could put the csncs ou tep or the car and drive home.
On one of the trigs which ve started Just outaide Newark,a fish gumped
into the cenoce at a pgrrow place,going to Zanuysville.

away from Granville(mgninat OWU) we
wore defeated end I cqme in_last! One of wy firat purchuses after I got

and cnce,past MAriettd_and the Plennerhssaet Island,

eaking o{ fish,1'm no fisharugn But I 1ike te fish, Agnes always

g
en joyed tolling that the Rupps wout up to Minnesota to be there when the
muskellunge goeson bogen. Ws followed. a couple of weeks letér. Thoy had

caught none,btut on myné}rgt timo out,I got One on a pl%g That T hed
bought at the Newark "5¢i107* gtore-merely rsking mySelf,1f I were a
fish-wculd I bite an that". I'm qlmost ashgpaed to tall of sijother time
when I got a fisih I did not deaerve. Herman Shi ps was weiting for the
arrival of some wealthy men (for OWU) at e fiahgng esrp in the wilds
gbove Blind River,when he let tha suide take us omat with s deep troll-
ing spinner and I supposef the guide thought 1 wvaa one of the men Her-
man wanted to huve 2 speclally good tire; at any rate he probebly toeok
me over likely water and & l4 lbW.luke trout took the beit and I do not
remember that the really lmportant visitors osught any. Howe¥er the
fish that I remember with tho most pleasure is the pike Xerbare caught
23 W4 woIe fishi§g{l was rowing) in & little Rew Englend lake. I had
fastened the reel on gn old golt club which was i the cottage.Barbare

thought we had struock a lgg! When wa got the fish ashore,ths cottagers

pn erch side ware amazed &s thsy did ot think there sore pike in the
lake. That was fun--and we hnd A good wmszl,
s8ic was =y main interest gt Denison with geology second. As

a senior,l tramped Granville township,sevon miles by sevén miles,trying
to map glacier drift and asking farmsrg @bout the depth of their wells,

eto. Dr.Carnsay must have _gotten a8 lot of amusement from my reports. I
doubtless discovered meny things that were not there. I shall always
be indebted to Miss Fanni&€ Judsor Farrgar,ny pieno teacher throughout
scademy snd ocollege. When I left Mr.Lillienthal,who cared only about

the music snd never ebout hand positidns etc.,I was playing with faulty,

tight and inefficient technic. Miss Farrar hed studied in London the
Matthay methods. They emphasize relaxation,arm weight,etc. rather than
harmer-fingers. She would not let me play in public or even student
recitals for almost s year.Arthu Judson asked me to play on the Bpring
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Festival.(The "Festivel"™ lasted tinee days and this wus & morning
soncert [ think,sc Mlss Farrer relented end I pleyed a_Schumann Merch.
Judaon(Juddie to aowe) was a good violinis€ and T gqcaonm gnied him when
he needec aowe ong in an emerfency. Mrs.C.B.WAlte and hé-played all the
Beathoven Yiolin-Pigne Sonatas one year,But vhen Judson I Grqnville
he t hig vielin avay ,baCgme qn editer ofF ‘Music&l America’ ¢nd then
e mahager of Goncart @i tists,as wall 45 manager of the Clacinpatt,
Philadslghia and Mew York (Phil.) spephonies. He probably tade his mil-
liong using Nis own aptists with tlife orchestras he mnmged. | awonder if
ba ever wishes hs had continyed with his playing and his conducting.
Cerl Puge Wood(who later bLacame : ¥ Va3sar,4_ taescher,
gnd then besd of musle avl.0f Washingtorn in Sealtle) wes wy theory
teacher at Dontson. He lﬁd & fwrvard M. 4 and wag an excallent tencher,
tThé two whom 1 copsider to be the finest faqehers in othar fields
thet 1 had were C.B.White "Owipes" ) in Acedemy’ Latin snd Irving Bebbit
in cmgqm’tive L2 tevalure Hayvard;, vead 1S hooks : Rousgean snd
S.O"‘{‘,E_P_EH"!{{?& New Laokoor,etc.fBadbitt was the closant T ever osme to
nvﬁilogppker ﬂﬁmﬁnls@, wds way ovar my haed in M9 course at first;
ail 1 could do was tp write dcmbnoten frantically end thsn a$f ocne of
the older studsnts 13 y doym Mtho wias tﬂkttg the &arse, to kelp me
undarstand. He quote rom Fronch,Gersan and Jfellan authers et the
drep of hig green bug,from which he pulled hisnotes. His cowrse 1s s
Haxevard 1?‘@1& and T st11) ¥1ndf many rafarancas in boeoks pralising his
tqnching r Quo‘ttgz hlﬂq. Ona regdon Wﬁy' hig gourse was8 So r'tne for me
st that” time,was €that he argued Against latting wourself go in uncurbed
romraticigm.Sowdrines 1 eoula not acaegt‘ all the rigors &f clagdicel
Humgn18ey, but ha Wag good for me. 1 wroVe iy first papar for him which I
revifed and sold to The Musical Qusrterly (April1,29al tssue).] remembor
1 gotU forty doligrs for it.

T wowtld not aay that any of my teqchers in Denisom ware es out~
standing ag the two ’bove, They wwre good,hovwever,snd probably I Ald not
Ei‘eciu‘ce, them as wuch as {fiey degerved. T vamember that I wag pro-
ad &t the t»acher of Freshumny I‘ﬁz_glt.sh,ﬂa:ymmd Fte:nce(}.a.tqr at Purdue)
cquse he was always mr'ki;? wy ’izgpers Kor €rrors in panctugtion (I used
dashes often) wnlle I thowght :? ‘idens ware@ more important. Yhen I came
tO write » book,[ wished meny times that T had paid wore attention to
whot Ponde was tewchiingl A-triend indeed wus Pr.Wi1l1$ Chambarlein in
Qemosn., Hs took wmy roompus te Guiney Main,and me with hilm on a bleoycle
erip the summer after my Harvard vear. When vou learnm that he A3d not

harge us & paun gzﬂ, that hils help with the langusge wna ipvalusble,
yeu will yndarstand our grqtitude. We bought blayqlasz 1a Colognejrode up
the Rhine und mcross the Black Forest to Schaffhsusen.] rezamber hard
pedallingfor thres er rour days gnd then wonderful coeasting fer e day or
@ore down thw oth@y side,through dwitseriqnd;then wp te Xirenburgsl
went o;m to Berlin where T met my parents.
They hsd rented an separtment in « Gartenhaug,l.e. acrogs en

laner court,en Wagheuslerstragse and instslled a plano. I studiled theory
ad ceuposition wvith & well-kmown -‘G'vme\n cmpoxm*,ﬁugo i@um. Iﬁﬂw Otne
of hl3® competitions,a Brandenburg Sulte(4-hds. )an opera,&tc. r‘ou do not
see hls name on progrsma now for Ris style wes conxervative,t ough- there
1o & bic _,rﬁphy end ho Whg ralely important i his d?y. He d1sliled Straus
for hia?;o €m1£t'-j- As T §€& it now,it is better to railow the radicals
in grtghowevar Strauss lived long ehough te find hig music eriticised
for being %oo old-fgshiocned,-the seme scores that had beem condemmed for
Daing téo radical when they were written.

plene teacher in Berlin,Victor Heinre, wys dlmost a waste of
timejfor one thing,he inslsted that Lis gtudents press hard on keys
af tor sound had been produced.(Ths section of plunc-netion ¥iss Ferrar
had I{n her studic proved the whsurdity of his methed.ill he did was to
incresse the pressure in tne finger of the performer sl “?&; his

*p
vo
e
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cervous eystem ,whish made him think the tone hsd chengsd. )Howaver,his
lossons were clgff-leosscnyjaong Six studants cogue at the saue time
and we pleyed for @ach other end the tedcher oriticizediin this wey,
I hoerd wore rapertoxy and gov ua:nethin_g from the lessons. T wish now
that I had entered ths Perlin Hoohschule fir Mas1K.Probably my German
would pot have bedn good snough then(Both Kaun 4nd Helnze ‘coild speak
800 gglwh). 1 d1d” got to ﬁow Pérvevd Ziehn's bvooks through Ksun
and 1 have used ms plurlsigaificance of note§,intervals gnd chords
wany timg Since.

In Berlia,l k8pt wy bicycie,sud during the year I covered the
whole o1ty and the proviace of Brapdsnburg,Potsdem,efc.thoroughly.
I qlso hesrd Strauss qud gikisch aaqductwas greunn at a_ vary aarly
ResenKqvalier and abouk the second parg.of Arlddus auf Yexof JMaybe
Stravwss condnetad T wish 1 had Erogrq $0 T could pe accurate, "hile
in Ferlin,I haqrd glumost no medérg freach music,until qoag i the
Sprtng when the French Embm)f sponsored 4 conecert qnd I ¥vd soue
Debusgy agaln. What o plégsured You see I hed hed 80 wuch malern Frenah
mudic i HL11'E Course at Hervard thar I sugpose I negedad The hesvier
and ut times denger Geruan vusic tO make me ApPPrEcidts the Franch taste
+nd Devussy's charn. There qré weny woys 1o Parnussu _

dﬁtle in Perlin, I recelved a cablegram fyom Wallace Cathgery
(Head of the Western ReServe Historical Soclety and Chalmuan of the
Trus {ea$Cont. on Instructicn) asking me to coue back %o Panison as
Pirector of the Conservatory. - offéred me only gine handrod dollers €
for thegtrst year,bwl I wis glqd tomccdpt. They ralsed awy salary to
eléven handreéd the next yeuwr,probubly bechuse T married Agnes and tuey
thougnt 1 needed more. JF ¢ourse you must reallize that the full profes-
scrs’ then got only two {k usqnd(¥he dellar went fu?‘!:hex). T quguented
the total ‘%y playing the Bapsist Church organ for & year or two.Then
I got the job of ﬁrgqnist’ and dirvector at %i.nlty Eplscog in Cewerk.
It was probably the” best peying job 1n the c.omn.z,ten dollars & Sunday
and T continued thers for sevan ]ears‘,vorkirg #with the anruly boy-choir
for axtya reheqrsyls(gowe of thd boys dre gray-headed wén in Wewark now.)
After Saven yeqrs,Agnes Suggésted that T q.%." Y86 wé Cpuld have more
normal Sundgys with the family 1n church. I reqlized too that I hed besen
working sbout seven daya & weak since Conservatory work devanded scue
time on Sqturda_yg"('l nqver had wora than student-s€crétarigql helip;one
of them waé Lednard Crqin,who basame & printer and publisher in Burmaly._
‘speaiking of that country,Dr.Saagrave,burnam Surgeon,wds & stadent in
one of my asrly Cons. orehs trad,pleying viola.

when I venf to Harvard in vhe'Fall of 191),theré were only five

or 8ix greduste students in mysic end on€ of them 1 2iscovered wes the
son of @ iinist@r in Zaaesville,0:lBeorge Dickindon ;SO v becams Good
fyiends;I played hig wedding wuslic for he married agirl in kewark,O,
and he played for my wadding. During Ne yedy ar Harverdd we ussd to get
hold of the orchestral scoxes of the works The BosTen Syw.. wa® playing
the foliowing wask,by 'phoning beok To each othRer the tllles that were
disolosed as soou &5 We got cur flands on the program book efter we had
run all ths way to the second baleony to fay «ladm €c a fifty-cent aeat~f.
for which we hed stood ia line. We usuglly got the scores out of the
1ibrary btefore esny other atudents knew what had hgppened: raether aelfish
[ suppose. George becam@ Haad of wasic gt Vgssar gnd planned their new
building,whose wasic livrary 1S ngmed after him. Ha fcllowed to Berlin
the yaar ufter we wore thereji valued tis friendship dnd keen musiocsel
judgwents. T acknecwledged these in the preface of my new Dook,-most of
which he had resd in ocopy end encouraged me to publish. 1'a sorry he
passed gway without sewing 1t in print. .




%%m not & couwposer,es I have written very little music: some dozen
songs,scme of which I likej & masque of the Four Seasons,which had a
very beautiful performance of the Soutnh Plase meny yesrs &go; a trio
for plann,violin & cello, & Te Doum for the Denison Centennisal sbout
winds up ths list.0ne of the Bi.llets from the Vasque vias performed by
the Boston Pops orchestrs at a Harvard concertjanother was resd through
by the New lnglond Conservatory orchastre,and both were later narformed
by the Cakland Symphony in Celi:foraia under Orley See. ASHE/Af

I enjoyed conduoting and,like the miracle of the lcaves and the fishes,
sometires a perfcruance would come off better than snyona dared hope for.
I had the pleasurs of oounducting the Feetival Chorus with the . o0ld
Kusaian Symphony from New Yorx twice(Il think Sam Gelferls fsther was

e member of the viola section)--in Haydn's Creation und Coleridge-Taylor!
Hiawathsjwith the Cleveland Symphcny in Alde(concert perf.) and Cesar
Franckls Deatitudes;witn the N.Y.Pnllharmonic in Tagner's Tannhsuser
(concert perf.§ In these early Spring Festivels we usuelly had the vis-
iting orchostra for two days 2acl. Thay plsaysd an orchestral concert
undar their own oocnductor and wo hada rehvarssl and & choral concert
under my direction. %“hen vislting arokestras Decemes more end more ex-
pensive,we haé to rely upom the college orchestra,augmented.Even under
these oonditions,many of the performiances I remember with plessure:

one of the Creation on the South Plaze with a besutiful sunset gnd
later the full moon! Another fine one was Verdi's Kanzoni Rsquiem in
which the quartet of sclolsts had been tralned together In sdvance by
the Curtis Inatitute in Philadslphie(two of them beceme rather famous
in opera later). Then there was the perennial "Messiah",for many years
ve gave two perforuances,3at.eve, and Sunday aft.People came from all
over central “hio(cne year we tock a record by address-cards which we
then used tc publicize the 3ping festival.) VWith these two performances
occunted in,I thiak I figured I hed conducted this work 78 ti-ss!

I Before the opsra workshop wes set up,I did operss with ecction
and scenery,responsible for most of the sets tco. (Armbruster's ware-
house of scenery in Columwbus wus & wonderful plsce to find ths latter,)
I translated and produced two old Cerman operas: Lortzing's Czer und
Zimmermen and Dittersdorf's Doktor und fPApotheker9the latter for the
first and probaebly only time In USa(“)3 I think we geve Cffenbsch's
Orpheus in the Underworld 2 Or 3 times end Smetana's Bartered Bride
. 8t least twlcej; there were several performnnces of Gluck's Crphsus,

scme of them on the Scuth Plaza where the dancews ceme on fFGﬁ“?EF
steps up the hill or on a platfcrw bYehind the resr brick wall,unseen,
The orcheatra in front wes oovered,the sudlence looking over their
hosdjled. No soenerytl (except the sun-dial)

and then there were the family vacations. Agnes e¢nd I decided

we did not want to have & suamer home,even 1f we could heve afforded
one. As soon &8s we had our first car,we began these migrationas with a
tent strapped on the running board et the side cf the car,or ebove the
front bumper or on top. It was an uwabrells affeir and the trick wes to
use one pole for the center and get the other three on three comners
and finally,if Jjust right,you could take the center pola ocut to use for
the fourth corner. Cften it took several tries standing under the hot
sanveaj but we sang on the wayt"The land-lubber liss down below,below,
belcw" and many other songs. One oar had a rocf that leasked badly;jin
“eshingtn D.C. we woke one woralng to find the tent asurrounded by
water and we hed to pac< upfand hunt a hotel. But we had fuh as a femily

- together and that helped., We seldom went the same direction,but went
West,North,South and East,even around the Gaspé, '

Thet's ebout all I wrote on the way back from Benffjif you
want mwore,I osn continue in "retirement"}



1119 Periwinkle Way #4
Sanibel PL 33957
August 2, 1991

Dear German Cousins,

Finally I have the Eschman family information from the
Dresden Cemetery. Alice and I were in Dresden recently--in
fact I'm sending you a copy of my last typed letter to
family and friends, for it tells what Hal and I have been
docing since the first of the year.

I have also included a copy of the biography, so called,
that Dad wrote the summer Mother died. It should have been
rewriten and edited, for he scribbled it "off the top oz>his
head", 80 to speak, but some of it will be interesting

you. The last page about the QErman Eschmanns is not very
accurate, I afraid.

The other paper, entitled "The Long Voyage", was written by
Laura Eschman Wilbur. When Alice and I were in Dresden we
had a good visit with Herman Eschman, Laura, his daughter
and her two grown daughters. Alice took most of the
plctures that day and hasn't sent me copies. When she does
I'11l send some off to you. Herman is 83 years o0ld and the
last of my father's first cousins. He was Charles Eschman's
son. Below is the family tree as far as Herman remembers:

Emigrant Herman Heinrich Eschmann born 16-8-1816
died 4-3-1881
married in 1833 Friedareka Schulte born 27-11-1818
called Sophie died 12-10-1889
They had seven children: Heinrich Herman, Karl's father
Michael W.,Civil War Veteran
Elizabeth, married name Egbert
Josephine, mentally ill,committed
Franciska, died 1933 /suicide
Sophie, married name Baugher
Charles, Herman's father,died 1934

Heinrich Herman Eschman, born 1848 and died 1917, was
married to Alice Little, born 1853 and died 1914They had one
daughter, Priedareka, called °"Freetie"(name on tombstone)
She was born 16-8-1875 and died 26-4-1890. Karl Henry
Eschman's dates are, born 23-6-1891, died 11-6-1970 and
Agnes' dates are, born 17-8-1891, died 6-7-1965.

Any pictures I have sent you are your to keep, of course. I
wish you, any or all of you could come to the States to
vigsit us in Florida and also David and Mary in Oregon. They
live gquite near my sister Alice Rankin and her husband,
Howard. I think they visited you one time. When Hal and I
wvill get to Germany again, I'm not sure. We probably will
have to go next time with a tour where our luggage and room
reservations are handled by a professional. Hal is now 76
and I am 75, so we have slowed down some, but we're still
enjoying life together. So let's keep in touch at least by

writing letters occasionally. Love to you alll



THE LONG VOYAGE

A family history conltains' many special thihgs—it contains inheritance,
memories, wishes, dreams, and roots. It gives us oﬁr pride and it provides a
companionship with 1nf1n1ty My father has shared his farmly history with me
and I now share my knowledge of it with you, my family, friends, and readers.

Fathe_r has told me the Eschmann family history in a segmented fashion,
and I will ét;tempt to assemble and compose the origination of the Eschmanns
in America with fact and a sprinkling of tales that cannot be documented at
this time, but also should not be disputed.

Herman Heinrich Eschmann was born August 15, 1813, in the city of
Westphalen, Prussia. He and Friedareka Sophia Shulte, born in Westphalen,
Prussia, November 27, 1818, were married in 1838. They left a son buried in
Westphalen, Prussia (now Lengerich, West Germany). They caught the fever
to travel to the new land which was precipated by the Kaiser's requiring each
young man to give three years to military serVice. .Being self»directed persons,’
Herman Heinrich w1th Sophia gathered theu' belongmgs and packed them in
a brown rectangular trunk. It was papered on the inside with actual Westphalen
newspapers, and my father saw it when he was a child. They crossed the border
into Holland. When there they converted their currency into Dutch
Guilders—eleven to be exact—and sought transportation to America in 1839.

When they attempted to buy passage on a ship parting for America, they
discovered their financgs were not enough for passage for both of them. Sophia
was the ticket holder and Herman "stowed away" until they were far from port
and he would not 5e made to return! A very daring venture for a ybung couple,

though I'm sure a very trying time for both wife and husband. She wondering



if he actually was stowed away on the vessel in which she was a passenger,
and he concerned about the consequences if and when someone found him stowed
away. |

It is believed that they entered the port of New "York City. To datel
have not found immigration details. They sailed from Holland (approximatelyr

fifty miles from Westphalen, Prussia) 1839.



WATERWAYS

In the early 1800's Ohio was a great unsettled area still referred to as
the Northwest Territory. Settlers were just starting to move into the area.
By 1820 farmers and businesses faced a problem. Farmérs were raising more
than they could use and needed to sell some of their products to buy tools, plows,
iron pots, and other items they could not make.

About this time Ethan A. Brown appealéd to the legislature to build a
canal. The state tried to raise money by holding a lottery, but were not very'
successful due to the political and financial structuré of the state at that time.
Only after much difficulty were a sufficient amount of bonds sold to finance
the initial survey. On April 23, 1882, James Geddes of Onondago, New York,
was employed by the commissioner to survey the canal for $1,500.00. His work
began at Portage Lake May 2, 1§22. In the summer of 1826 work on the Cuyahoga
section of the canal was in progress. When the canal was completed, the trip
from Cleveland to Portsmouth was 309 miles, and the fee was four cents a mile.

The Ohio Erie Canal branch came to Dresden where it connected with

the Muskingum River. Both Roscoe/Coshocton and Dresden had aquaducts to

cross over natural waterways. By March 9, 1836, the Dresden branch of the
canal was in operation.

The Eschmann family does not appear in the Jefferson Township census
until 1850, but my thoughts are that they were probably in this geographic area
since the time that the canal branch was in the process of being built and
completed. Two great aunts and an uncle lived at Roscoe (Sophia and Herman's
children). Could they have returned to a place they knew as home dﬁring their

early youth? Did the young family live there during the building of the aquaduct



there before moving on to Dresden to construct the stone aquaduct across

Wakatomika Creek and cut stone canal l_ocké to the Muskingum River? )



JOURNEY'S END

Similar to the current shift in society from an industrial to a communication
society, I'm sure that Hernian and Sopﬁia experienced pains during his conversion
from a canal stone cutter to a town laborer (as listed on fhe 1850 census). The
-young family was adding a family member almost every other year, and Sophia
and Herman were approaching middle age. The early church lists available
from Dresden churches do not list them as members. My father tells me they
were members of the German Methodist Church located on High Street in
Dresden. Friedareka Sophié,- Schulte Eschmann's church obituary (Qctober 13,
1889) at her death tells she}‘ was the mother of nine children, two already déad
and seven waiting to join ﬂ;eir mother. She was a loyél practicihg member
of the Bisch Methodist Church which was one of the first works in the Newark
- Dresden Mission. The church at that time regulated social structure and
publically condoned and chastizéd its members for their actions. Early Dresden
history speaks to the equal number of sellers of spirits and churches in Dresden.
The dirt streets, brawling laborers, and thriving industry in the town would
have been attractive to those who were seeking a means of excitement and
support for young growing families.

Even the name Dresden sounded familiar to them. The fiver-hill terrain
and trees are much like that of Westphalen. There was another Eschmann,
John, who lived in the town, but there is no known relationship between the
two families. During this 1849 time period, some were heading down the canal
towards the Gold Fields of California.

The wooden frame house which stood on Third and Chestnut streets in

Dresden was built in one of the quieter areas of the town. With several children
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beginning to go to school and voicing the demands of childhood, Sophia as well
as Herman were kept quite busy. 1 wonder, did Sophia do quilt work, did she
make the family recipes I speak to later in the paper, did she pass on her genes
to me for appearance and/or "hang in there" during difficdlt times. Did Herman
find joy in his work? Did he love his family? Did he cherish the feel of the
earth on his lands and did he love his garden?

How did the whale oil larhps, brought lovingly from Westphalen remain
intact through all the growing family years. Were they used with oil for lights
or were they placed lovingly on the mantle a a reminder to a couple of the family

and friends they left behind in Westphalen?



B. The Homestead
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| WILLS CREEK

The 1776 Map-of Ohio showing Indian Trails and Towns circa 1776 identifies
Wills Town near where Wills Creek and the Muskingum River intersect. It is
surrounded by Delaware Indian towns. ‘

In 1833 an assay map of tﬁe County of Muskingum identifies Range VI,
Lot 2 and 3 near Wills Creek. This is the land on which the Eschmann farm
was later located. A Methodist Church was located in that general vicinity.
This whole Muskingum area was originally appropriated by Congress as settlement
of Revolutionary claims. It appears a dJ. Wilcox owned land that boardered
what was later called the Eschman farm.

An Atlas of Muskingum County, Ohio, from actual surveys by and under
the direction of F. W. Beers assisted by Beach Nichols and others was published
by Beers, Soule and Company, 43 John Street, New York in 1866. The Zanesville
Pilot Club of Zanesville sponsored the reprinting of this atlas in 1973 by the
Bookmark, Post Office Box 74, Knightstown, Indiana.

The Plan of Range VI, Adams Township III show H. Essman (Esch.mann}
to reside on plot two (2). There is a definite dot establishing the existence
of a house.

The Muskingum County Records Office show in Deed Record Book 13
that Henry Shueson and Wilhemina Shuesen deeded to H. H. Eschmann received
June 17, 1848, and recorded June 21, 1848, "29 and 75/100 acres west side lot
#2, East one-half section #3, and Range VI. Twenty acres east side of lot #2
West half section of quarter section #2 in section #3 of Range VI." This
agreement was intended December 22, 1845, and recorded when the money

was paid to Mr. and Mrs. Shueson.
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The 1860 census recorded Herman, Sophia, Michael, Mary, Josephine,
Henry, Charles, Frances, and Margaret all reside on this Wills Creek farm.
Charles left memories of his childhood with his son, Herman. He told of keeping
the wild turkeys out of the wheat and dropping the corn,r by hand, as his father
planted in the soil.

Memories of a magnificent, hand hewn stone face spring remained in
Charles' memory. When a middle—éged man, fny father viewed this srping with
its proud keystone remaining intéct as a tribute to the master stone cutter
craftsman who constructed this edifice to serve his family with fresh water.
I visited this area this.spring, but was unable to locate this stone faced spring.
A farmer who is a hunter, assured us it ié still there and has promised to take
us to see this when his busy schedule will permit time.

The children attended Oak Grove School during their learning years. We
visited this school iocafion on a crisp spring day. My father recalled he did
his practice teaching in & one-room school located on this site. He stayed with
a néighbor and walked daily to the school.

The tall oak trees are all that remain to encourage memories of recess
and children's cries of joy when school was completed for the day. A few white
tombstones witness the ancestory of those who probably donated the school,
church area. '

The coal trucks rumble by at a steady pace, grey dust billowing as they
rattle down the road empty to get another load of coal. This coal has been
waiting beneath the soil for generations. The people are gone from this Wills

Creek area; soon the coal will also be gone forever.
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THE FAMILY

When Herman Heinrich Eschmann and Friedarika Sophia Schulte were
married in 1838 in Prussia,' I wonder if they had any idea how many miles and
how many moves their family would experience. So mé.ny miles from their
family and childhood friends. . |

The journey from Prussia “via Holland began in 1839. Family history
indicates they left a son buriéd in Wesrtphalen. ~ Sophia's obituary tells us she
was the mother of two children awaitiné her in heaven and. seven to follow her
to heaven. The 1860 census lists seven children living in Adams Township, Wills
Creek. |

Michael William is recorded as the oldest child. Mike was born in 1841
and died in 1916. He resided with his parents and helped farm. When the Civil
War occurred, he volunteered and was a member of the Twenty-Third Ohio
Volunteer Infantry. He spent time in Iowa after the war, believed to have married
Hannah while there and returned home just in time to witness his mother's death.
He was the father of two daughters, Ola and Mary.

Mary Elizabeth Eschmann (Egbert) was born in 1844. She resided near
Dresden in Madison Township during her life. She married F. H. F. (Fred) Egbert
who was a farmer of a 300 - 400 acre farm and operated coal mines on his
property. The large wooden farmhouse is still standing on State Route 208
about one mile morth of the Eschman fai'm. Aunt Lib and Fred had seven
children: John, Charles, Mae, Laura who lived to marry, raise their families.
Bertha, Ellé, and John H. are buried in the Dresden Cemetery. They apparently
died as infants or very young children. They share the same marker stone. Aunt

Lib died in 1921.
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Josephine Eschmann was born in 1846. She married Jacob Theurer. They
shared their adult married life in Newark, Ohio. Jaéob was director of the
Newark Water Department. .When he retired, he was given a gold headed walking
stick. The inscription is "JACOB THEURER Newark dity Official 1890" in
beautiful script. Charles Eschmann had this cane and used it when -he became
elderly and walked to Dresden. My father now cherishes this cane, but has
not resorted to using it when he occasionally walks to Dresden and up the path
of -the Canal as he did when he walked to school. Pictures of Josephine reflect
her to be a stern, solfdiy built woman. No records indicate she had children.

Harmon Henry Eschmann was born in 1848. He became a shoemakef by
trade. His trade flourished, and he became a shop owner and erected a large
two-story building which remains in Dresden and is still operated as a business.
The building was referred to as "Eschman's Hall" and though the downstairs
was for a department store type business, the upstairs was for the presentation
of plays, social gatherings, and basketball. Uncle Henry married Alice ﬂf/
They had two children, a daughter Freita who lived only three years, and a son
ﬁarl. f{arl studied music in Germany, and he and his parents visited the
Eschmanns in Westphalen during his schooling. For many years hﬁrl was the
Dean of Music at Denison University in Granville, Ohio. As a chiid I enjoyed
his visits to our home and the wonderful music he played on our old piano. He
welcomed us to many recitals at Denison. My first exposure to Handel's "Messiah"

was under his direction. I am now grateful for the wonderful letters he sent

from Germany to my father and the wealth of family history they contain.
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Charles Walters Eschman was born in 1851. He was my fatﬁer‘s father.
Census list him as attending school, farming, and finally being head of household
on his own farm. Charles a;ctended Oak Grove School, to the best of my research
he completed the eighth grade. He was a school boéfd member when the
Jdefferson High School was built. His son, Herman, graduated from this same
Jefferson School as did his wife, Mary Adams Akeroyd Eschman. For many
years he was the treasurer of Madison Township. It is noted by this writer that
he signed Madison Township checks as Charles W. Eéchman, he did not sign
the double ™n" (nn) as he had when he was a child. He and Mary had one son,
Herman, who still resides on the family farm in Madison Township. Charles
died in 1934. Herman was twenty-seven years old and married at that time.
His wife, Mary, died in 1942 when Herman was thirty-five years old and the
father of a two-year-old daughter, me.

Frances A. Eschmann was born in 1853. She resided in Newark and was
a school marm during her adult years. She is remembered as being a large framed,
coarse voiced woman with almost masculine bearing. She was never married.
When she died in 1933, she was buried near her mother, father, and brother
Michael at the Eschman lot in the Dresden Cemetery.

Margaret Sophia Eschmann was the youngest child of the family as recorded
in the 1860 census of Adams Township. Sophia was born in .1856. She lived
her adult life in Newark. She and her husband Newt Baugher were parents of

two children, a son Carl and a daughter Ertel.
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From this family of children only a grandchild, Herman, and a
great-granddaughter, Laura, remain in the Dresden area. Some relatives live
near Newark, Ohio, and a'great—granddaughter Elinor Eschman Dunham lives
at Granville, Ohio. The closest _Eschman named male is Donald F. Eschman
of Ann Arbor, Michigan (brother of Elinor). Time has harvested the Eschmann's
from the Dresden vicinity. The Eschmanns still remain on the family farm

in Germany. The source continues to produce Eschmanns.
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Champaign Couaty Bitrial oty
Trbang, 00io 43078 jamuary 27, 1973

Dear Elinor and Harold:

. We were happy to have your letter of
December 22nd with your family history; this has been added to
the Eschman line in the enclosed folder. Also included is a
brief of our Cone and Schoff family. You will note we both
have Revolutionary ancestors on the Little and Schoff lines
and are entitled to membership in D.A.R. and S.A.R. I have
membership in S.A.R. on both lines. While many of the Cone's
served during the Revolution, I cannot find where our ancestor,
Matthew Cone #22, had any service.

This genealogy business is quite nerve-wracking and you no doubt
will find errors as well as omissions. I hope you will make a
note of things I should correct. I have also compiled six lines
of Emily's ancestors and this, together with our three lines, are
on file with the D.A.R. in Washington and Columbus, as well as in
our local library. It may be of use to someone in the future.

Was glad to hear that Herman Eschman knows where your ancestor's
home is located and I think it would be nice to see it; I just
hope you will be able to get back to it. I believe your father
showed me probably two family albums a number of years ago but

T doubt very much if I could identify many of them. Pictures
quite often do not have names and younger generations just have
to guess. However, I would love to see them and sometime this
spring or early summer Emily and I will plan to stop in Granville
to see you and perhaps go on to Dresden or visit the old Eschman
farm if you have directions.

Are you still teaching or have you decided to join our glub of
retirees? It seems that I get involved in ‘so many projects and
sometimes think there is too much to do. Bt present we have a
project to restore a schoolhouse (pencil sketch above) which our
historical society has leased and will eventually become our
museum. P

We are tired of winter already but we agreed it would be more
comfortable here at home than going. to Florida. We enjoyed our
Furopean trip four years ago and our British Isles trip two years
ago and would like to repeat at least some parts of both. Am
about to run out of paper so will close. Our cousins are so few
in number and we like to keep in touch.

Sincereli,
CC:"}M/"% ,—‘(M W%
208 E- Chul'ch Stl' i )
Tvhana O. 43078 ; _



