Tecklenburg Newspaper, August 1978

In Between Stops an American Came Back to Where His Family Began
Taking a trip around Europe, every seventh year he (Donald Eschman) is free for half a year.  This time he used it for a longer European trip after being in Norway, Lengerich, and the Eschmann farm.  He is a fourth generation American relative.  After the war of 1813-1814 farming was not profitable because the sandy soil did not yield enough harvest. (Artificial ways of improving soil were not known at that time.)  Due to this difficult situation, a few people of Ladbergen started to emigrate in 1835.  They were the founders of New Knoxville in Ohio and succeeded in the “New World”.  Even Heinrich Eschmann (born 1814) left as he heard how people became successful in the new world.  He was the son that inherited (could have chosen to inherit) the farm. (His older brother, Hermann Wilhelm (born 1810) moved to the US and it was Heinrich Hermann’s  choice to inherit the farm or move with his brother to the US.)  He did not stay in New Knoxville but went to Newark and then Dresden.  He was a builder of bridges, a brick layer. He bought land to farm and began to farm.  He adapted and became Americanized.  He removed the second “n” from his family name.  His son, Karl, made his father’s dream come true as he was a keen “musician”.  He took one term in Berlin in 1913 even though his German was poor.  Karl Eschman was later a music professor at Denison (University) where he conducted orchestra and wrote books about music theory.  During many visits to Europe he often went to Tecklenburg as well as Ladbergen.  His son, Donald, and his family can’t speak German.  Since their last visit ten years ago many things have changed in Ladbergen.  Since last spring, Gustav died.  So now only the brother, Wilhelm, is living and sister Lena Cooke is also alive. Wilhelm’s son, Walter, is now in charge of the farm.  
Last spring they had to take down the Hornbeam tree whose trunk was a meter across.  Experts declared it to be between 200 and 250 years old.  It was planted before Eschmanns came to the area in 1832.  The old main farm’s location is Holter 95.  The barn of this farm was constructed in a manner typical of the time in which it was built.  There is a higher part (loft) for food for the animals. (The barn was attached to the family’s house so tending of the animals was convenient in any weather.) The part where the family lived was renovated after WWII.  A trip through the village showed the Americans restoration of the farm and houses over the last ten years. From here the Eschmans go to Scotland and home at the end of September.  The daughter, Laura, will fly tomorrow from Luxembourg to her home (sic).
· Information in parenthesis was given by Hans Stapel or added for clarification
· Family history prepared by Hans Stapel was used to gather dates
· Translation required some adjustments to allow for clarity.  These were kept to a minimum.
· (sic) was used when translation sounds misleading
· German to English translation was prepared by Ulrika Hosterey-Ugander (German/Swedish) a friend of Christine Eschman.  Ulrika took schooling in Germany and has an excellent command of English.
· The umlaut two dots over the “o” in Holter could not be added by the keyboard
(Please see photo from the Tecklenberg Newspaper article on the next page)
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